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Clinical Process Instruction Manual 

Hazardous Waste Disposal Process Instruction 
 

Policy: 
 
Trillium Gift of Life Network (TGLN) ensures hazardous waste, including biohazardous waste is 
disposed of in accordance with Ontario Regulation 347, General – Waste Management, the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act, Ontario Regulation 67/93, Healthcare and Residential Facilities 
Regulation, and Ontario Regulation 833, Control of Exposure to Biological and Chemical Agents.  
TGLN contracts this activity to an approved third party which assists with completing the waste 
manifests and destruction of the hazardous waste.  

 
Process: 

 
1. Staff shall ensure biohazardous waste, including anatomical waste, fluid waste, and sharps 

waste is contained separately from other waste at the point of origin. 
 

2. Staff determine if the waste being disposed of is hazardous by consulting the examples provided 
in the Stericycle Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Waste Handling Procedures and disposes of it 
in the appropriate container.  See Exhibit 1. 
 

3. Staff should don appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) to dispose of hazardous 
waste.  See Routine Practices and Personal Protective Equipment Process Instruction, CPI-9-
1504. 
 

4. Staff shall ensure waste is contained to prevent leakage:  
4.1 Staff shall use either a plastic bag or rigid container with a non-removable lid;  
4.2 The bag or container shall be capable of withstanding the weight of the biomedical waste 

without tearing, cracking or breaking; 
4.3 Waste bags should be of a thickness that will resist puncture, leaking and breaking, and 

they should be waterproof; 
4.4 Double-bagging should only be necessary when the first bag becomes stretched or 

damaged, or when waste has spilled on the exterior; 
4.5 When a bag is three-quarters full, it should be closed and tied in a manner that prevents 

contents from escaping. 
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Anatomical Waste 
 
5. Staff shall dispose of organs or other anatomical waste in accordance with the Storage and 

Disposal of Organs Process Instruction, CPI-9-611. 

 
Sharps/Biohazardous Waste 

 
6. Staff shall place sharps waste into a sharps container labelled with the words “sharps waste” or 

with the international biohazard symbol and the word “BIOHAZARD”.  See Exhibit 2.   
7. Sharps containers are available in the following locations: 

• TGLN’s Cold Storage and Clinical Supply Room 

• TGLN’s Utility Room  

• Forensic Services and Coroners Complex Tissue Recovery Suite  

• Hospital operating rooms 
8. Portable/disposable sharps containers are available for Tissue Recovery Coordinators.  These 

are available in TGLN’s Sterile Supply (Ocular Tissue) Room.  These are shipped to remote staff.    
9. When the sharps container is approximately 2/3 full (or less), tape closed or securely snap shut 

the container so that it is ready for disposal.  This is done to preclude the loss of contents.  See 
Safe Handling, Use, and Disposal of Sharps Process Instruction, CPI-9-1509. 

10. A third party is contracted to pick up  biohazardous waste from TGLN on a monthly basis.  The 
Inventory Assistant may request more frequent pick-ups, as needed. 

11. The contracted third party completes the waste manifest and a staff member signs the manifest. 
See Exhibit 3. 

12. The Administrative Assistant – Provincial Resource Centre (PRC) Organ is responsible for 
arranging to pay hazardous waste fees. 

 
Pharmaceutical Waste  

 
13. Staff shall dispose of pharmaceutical waste in the white “Pharmaceutical Waste” bin located in 

the Cold Storage and Supply Room.  
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14. A third party is contracted to pick up pharmaceutical waste from TGLN on a monthly basis.  The 

Inventory Assistant may request more frequent pick-ups, as needed. 
 
15. The contracted third party completes the waste manifest and a staff member signs the manifest. 

See Exhibit 3. 
 
16. The Administrative Assistant – PRC Organ is responsible for arranging to pay pharmaceutical 

waste fees. 
 
General Waste  

 
17. Staff shall dispose of non-hazardous waste in either the garbage or recycle bin, as deemed 

appropriate.   
 
 

Records: 
 

 
 References: 

 
• Standards for Tissue Banking, American Association of Tissue Banks, United States, 14th 

edition, 2017. J3.600 
• Stericycle Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Waste Handling Procedures, Canada, 2016. 
• PIDAC: Best Practices for Environmental Cleaning for Infection Prevention and Control, 3rd 

Edition, 2018 
• Storage and Disposal of Organs Process Instruction, CPI-9-611 
• Sharps Handling, Use, and Disposal Process Instruction, CPI-9-1509 

Record Name Form No. (if 
applicable) Record Holder Record 

Location 
Record 

Retention Time 
(as a minimum) 

Hazardous Waste 
Manifest ----------- PRC         PRC 16 years 
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Exhibit 1:  Sample Stericycle Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Waste Handling 
Procedures 
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Exhibit 2: International Biohazard Symbol 
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Exhibit 3: Sample Hazardous Waste Manifest 
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