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Policy: 

 
Routine practices are a set of infection control strategies and standards designed to protect workers 
from exposure to potential sources of infectious diseases.  Routine practices are designed to prevent 
the transmission of pathogens while providing health care, and are to be used for all 
patients/specimens.   
 
Trillium Gift of Life Network (TGLN) facilitates infectious disease(s) testing prior to donation in most 
cases. Where testing results identify the presence of a reportable communicable disease (see Exhibit 
1: Sample List of Reportable Diseases in Ontario), TGLN ensures the appropriate persons are notified, 
including hospital personnel and surgical recovery personnel. This transfer of information ensures that 
appropriate precautions are taken in accordance with Hospital and TGLN policy prior to, and during 
the recovery.   
 
TGLN reports positive results for reportable communicable disease(s) (see Exhibit 1:  Sample List of 
Reportable Diseases in Ontario) to relevant transplant programs and/or organ donation organizations.  
In addition, as per the Health Protection & Promotion Act, the local Public Health Medical Officer must 
also be informed.   
 
Positive reportable communicable disease(s) results do not necessarily preclude the distribution of 
organs for donation.  If a reportable communicable disease is identified prior to distribution, TGLN 
notifies transplant programs using exceptional distribution protocols.  See Exceptional Distribution 
Process Instruction, CPI-9-217. 
 
For purposes of this document practitioner may include but not limited to the Most Responsible  
Physician (MRP), Nurse Practitioner (NP), and MAID patient care coordinator. 
 

Process: 

 
1. If a reportable communicable disease is identified through routine donor testing, the CSC uses 

exceptional distribution protocols when offering organs to transplant programs.  See 
Exceptional Distribution Process Instruction, CPI-9-217.   
 

2. The Clinical Services Coordinator (CSC) informs the Organ and Tissue Donation Coordinator 
(OTDC) of all positive infectious disease test results on the list of reportable diseases in Ontario 
(See Exhibit 1).  Refer to Toronto Public Health website for most current list. 
 

3. The OTDC ensures the patient’s family physician contact information is documented in the 
donor chart.  If the information is not already documented, the OTDC asks the proxy to provide 
the patient’s family physician contact information and ensures it is documented in the donor 
chart. If the patient does not have a family physician or the proxy is unable to identify the correct  
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information, the OTDC will document the attending physician’s contact information in place of 
the family physician.  

 
4. The OTDC ensures positive communicable infectious disease test results are relayed to 

relevant hospital personnel (i.e., bedside RN, most responsible physician, OR charge RN, 
anesthetist, etc.) and discusses the implications of the positive result(s) (if any) on recovery 
instructions. 
 

5. The CSC informs the Surgical Recovery Coordinator (SRC) or designate(s) and accepting 
transplant programs of positive communicable infectious disease test results prior to the organ 
recovery, if available. 

 
6. The CSC provides Public Health with a hard copy of the positive reportable communicable 

disease testing results indicating the patient’s name, date of birth, address, phone number and 
family or attending physician’s contact information.    

 
7. If donation does not proceed due the presence of a reportable communicable disease, the 

Organ and Tissue Donation Coordinator (OTDC) notifies the proxy that results from donor 
screening has prevented transplantation. 

7.1 The OTDC informs the proxy that the physician identified in step 2 will follow-up with 
them regarding testing results.  See Next-of-Kin Reporting in the Event of Medical 
Unsuitability for Donation Process Instruction, CPI-9-710. 

7.2 In the event that first-person consent was obtained (i.e. donation after medical 
assistance in dying), the practitioner ordering the testing should be notified of positive 
reportable communicable disease results. Communication of medical ineligibility will be 
communicated to the patient by the ordering physician. 

 
 

Records: 
 

References: 

 

• https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/prevention/universa.html 

Record Name 
Form No.       

(if applicable) 
Record Holder Record Location 

Record Retention 
Time (as a minimum) 

Donor Chart  —— PRC PRC 16 years 

https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/prevention/universa.html
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• https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/information-for-healthcare-

professionals/communicable-disease-info-for-health-professionals/report-a-communicable-

disease/list-of-reportable-diseases/   

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/information-for-healthcare-professionals/communicable-disease-info-for-health-professionals/report-a-communicable-disease/list-of-reportable-diseases/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/information-for-healthcare-professionals/communicable-disease-info-for-health-professionals/report-a-communicable-disease/list-of-reportable-diseases/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/information-for-healthcare-professionals/communicable-disease-info-for-health-professionals/report-a-communicable-disease/list-of-reportable-diseases/
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Exhibit 1: Sample List of Reportable Diseases in Ontario 

 
 


