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Policy: 

 
General criteria and contraindications are used to determine the suitability for tissue donation including 
accepting or excluding a tissue donor.  It is the responsibility of Health Canada/Canadian Standards 
Association (HC/CSA), American Association of Tissue Banking (AATB), EBAA (Eye Bank Association 
of America), and the Ontario Tissue Banks to specify the exclusion criteria for tissue donation.  All 
referrals and potential donors must be screened as per the exclusion criteria of HC/CSA, AATB and 
the Tissue Banks prior to making an offer and/or recovering the tissue.  See Appendices 1 to 14.  
Potential donors should be evaluated individually and based on all gathered and readily available 
information. Sources include, information the Tissue Coordinator (TC) receives from the Donor 
Referral (hospital, paramedic, hospice, coroner, community) and Medical & Social History 
Questionnaire (MSHx) or relevant Donor Risk Assessment Interview(s) (DRAI) as well as information 
the Tissue Recovery Coordinator (TRC) obtains when completing the chart review and donor physical 
assessment. 
 

Process: 

 
1. When a referral is made to Trillium Gift of Life Network (TGLN), the TC must screen the potential 

donor to determine medical suitability for ocular and tissue donation. 
 

2. The patient’s health information must be obtained from the hospital chart via the Health Care 
Professional (HCP) on the phone and recorded in iTransplant.  Required fields and entry format in 
DMS are outlined in iTransplant: Tissue Exclusive Manual. 

 
3. The information needed to determine suitability includes but is not limited to: 

• patient’s age 

• cause of death 

• current course of events and past medical history 

• any positive contra-indicators 

• white blood cell counts, temperatures 

• culture results (blood, urine, sputum) 

• diagnostic test results (cxr, ultrasound) 

• medications and antibiotics given 
 

4. Once the patient’s health information has been obtained, and prior to consent, the TC must review 
the exclusion criteria, as they apply to each tissue bank, to determine if the patient is suitable for 
tissue donation and if an approach to the next-of-kin (NOK) is reasonable. 
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5. Once the consent and MSHx or relevant DRAI have been completed, the TC must once again 

review the tissue bank exclusion criteria to determine suitability based on new information gathered 
from the MSHx or UDRAI and to determine TC will accept the donor on behalf of the applicable 
Tissue Bank(s). The only exception is ocular donation, where the TC will contact The Eye Bank of 
Canada (EBC) directly to offer the ocular tissue and record whether or not EBC accepts or defers 
the tissue.  For all other Tissue Banks, once suitability is determined, the TC will inform the Tissue 
Bank(s) for which the tissue has been accepted. 
 

6. If an Ocular Tissue Recovery Coordinator (OTRC) or Multi Tissue Recovery Coordinator (MTRC) 
is dispatched to recover the tissue, the OTRC and/or MTRC must complete a chart review and 
physical assessment to confirm the medical suitability of the potential donor prior to recovery. 

 
7. At any point, the TC/TRC/MTRC may contact the Medical Director-Tissue to review the suitability 

of the donor. 

 
8. Post recovery assessment of the tissue suitability is the responsibility of the Tissue Banks and their 

respective Medical Directors. 
 

Records: 

 

 

Record Name 
Form No.  

(if 
applicable) 

Record 
Holder 

Record 
Location 

Record 
Retention 

Time 
(as a 

minimum) 

Donor Medical and Social History 
Questionnaire 

 
CSF-9-14 PRC PRC 16 years 

Eye-Only Donor Risk Assessment Interview 
(Donor > 10 years old) 

CSF-9-214 PRC  PRC  16 years 

 
Eye-Only Donor Risk Assessment Interview 

(Child Donor ≤ 10 years old) 
CSF-9-215 PRC PRC 16 years 
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Record Name 
Form No.  

(if 
applicable) 

Record 
Holder 

Record 
Location 

Record 
Retention 

Time 
(as a 

minimum) 

 
Eye-Only Donor Risk Assessment Interview 

Birth Mother 
CSF-9-216 PRC  PRC  16 years 

Donor Risk Assessment Interview (Donor > 
10 years old) 

CSF-9-261 PRC PRC 16 years 

Donor Risk Assessment Interview (Child 
Donor ≤ 10 years old) 

CSF-9-262 PRC PRC 16 years 

Donor Risk Assessment Interview Birth 
Mother 

CSF-9-263 PRC PRC 16 years 

 
 
 

 References: 

 

• Standards for Tissue Banking, American Association of Tissue Banks, United States, 14th 
edition, 2017. D4.000, D4.100 

• Physical Examination for Tissue Process Instruction, CPI 9-467 

• Eye Tissue Recovery Preparation and Responsibilities Process Instruction, CPI 9-465 

• Hemodilution Calculation Process Instruction, CPI 9-210 
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Appendix 1:  CSA Standards - General Requirements  
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Appendix 2:  CSA Standards - Tissues for Transplantation 
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Appendix 3:  CSA Standards - Ocular Tissues for Transplantation 
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Appendix 4: CSA Standards – Annex E  
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Appendix 5: EBAA Medical Standards – D1.110 
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Appendix 6: Sample Eye Bank of Canada Ontario Division (EBCOD) Exclusion Criteria 
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Appendix 7: Sample Hospital for Sick Children Criteria for Heart Valves Exclusion 
Criteria 
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Appendix 8: Sample Mount Sinai Allograft Technologies (Bone) Exclusion Criteria 
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Appendix 9: Sample Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre Tissue Exclusion Criteria  

for Skin Donors 
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Appendix 10: Sample Lake Superior Centre for Regenerative Medicine (RegenMed) 
Bone Tissue Bank Donor Suitability Guide 

 


